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Year 11 Parents’ 

Day 2024
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My name is John Devitt, Deputy Head Academic. 



There is no need for you to take notes, this 

presentation will be shared with you within the 

coming days.
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Today’s contents…

1. John Devitt - Summer 2024 at Ampleforth – one 

of academic focus.

2. Revision

3. Dr Beveridge - Head of Year 11

4. The Pupil-progress meetings / Important dates

5. Other things to consider

6. John Devitt – Sixth-form Options and Exams

7. Miriam Cook – Christian Living
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Summer 2024 at Ampleforth

1. Summer 2024 at Ampleforth – one of academic focus

2. Easter

i. An undistracted environment

ii. Mobile-phone and distraction-free

iii. For the recommended number of hours

iv. Doing the recommended holiday work

3. Students and teachers not being Out Of School, so we can make the 

most of the available time

4. In houses, prep time means work-time and will be distraction-free

5. Students staying on timetable for the full of exams season

6. An adapted Y11 timetable to meet the demands of exam season
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Most Effective GCSE Revision
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Avoiding Working Hard at the Wrong Things
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Student Well-Being and Exam Anxiety
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Further information and Resources



Key academic dates for Y11 2024

Mock Exams January 22nd – January 30th

Y11 retreat January 31st

Half-term Mid February
Y11 Pupil Progress 
meetings

w/b February 26th

Easter holidays March 22nd to April 15th

First big formal exams w/b May 8th (English Language)      74 days to 
go!

Exhibition (25/5)

Final (I)GCSE exam June 18th – TBC    All finished in 115 days!

Exam Contingency Day June 26th - You must not book holidays 
before this date.

(I)GCSE results day Thursday 22nd August

We have to point out the “Exam Contingency Days”. Though they haven’t been needed 
in the past few years, we are asked to warn parents of them – the last of which is June 
26th If anything goes wrong before then (Exam paper leak, Teacher strike, Power Cuts, 
etc.) , the Exam Boards keep these up their sleeves to be able to reschedule exams. 
These dates apply for GCSE and A level.
PLEASE DO NOT BOOK HOLIDAYS BEFORE THIS DATE

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/JCQ-Preparing-to-sit-your-exams-
2023_24.pdf 



The Pupil-progress meetings

• 10-15 minutes per student
• Those of most concern will meet with both me and 

John Devitt.
• Starter questions shared in advance
• Most pupils will add at least 1 to 2 grades of 

improvement.
• Christmas revision should have been approx. 4h 

per day; Easter = a minimum of 5h to 6h per day.

Dr Beveridge will start to meet with all students from the beginning of next week. Except 
his own tutees – who will see John Devitt
This will be in addition of any 1-to-1 meetings that students will have with their tutors.
Those students whose Mock grades Dr Beveridge is most concerned by will have a 
meeting with both he and John Devitt.



Your role as parents/carers today
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Today is all about progress, not about the outcome itself.

Unfortunately, our teachers simply cannot tell you today what grades your children will 

get in their GCSEs and IGCSEs. What they can tell you is how we will help them achieve 

their potential.

Instead, what the teachers can and will tell you about is the progress that has been 
made to date, and how your children can improve and develop the skills they need to 
consolidate their performance, or how to improve their performance.

With sustained and increased efforts, most students will increase their attainment by 1-2 
grades between the mock results and their actual exams.
But students cannot be complacent about this – much effort will be required.



Mental Health Support

14

We know that the uncertainty being faced by our Year 11s has been significant, 

and that there may be anxieties in the coming months.

That is why, Year 11 will be a particular focus of our House Teams. 

We want them to be happy in the valley, enjoying the company of friends; 

laughing and feeling supported; and in an environment in each 

House where work is happening.



Mental Health Support – Our Goal
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For each boy and girl in Year 11, we will ask tutors to:

1) Help them to create positive goals in 1-to-1s.

2) Explain how their teachers are helping them to make 

positive change and reach their goals.

3) Reinforce the sense of a team around each child.



Supporting a Y11 student

Encouragement and support

TLC

Holidays: revision and relaxation



Other things to consider 

• Summer work experience
• Year 12 options – start with three; or four if 

unsure -
 all A levels
 all BTECs or 
 a mix of A levels and BTECs

Please, please, please, organize some work experience for your child this summer – we 
can help with networking and opportunities, but due to our location and safeguarding 
restraints, we are limited in what we can provide here onsite. It is a valuable 
introduction to the adult world and it is a great addition to their UCAS/university 
application form. Any work experience is good, though if it can be in the area of study 
they intend to go towards at university, then this even better, but not essential. It says 
that your child can be trusted to turn up on time and not steal from the till amongst 
many other points.



Choosing A level subjects

• Please discuss these with subject teachers 
today – they will be expecting these 
conversations

• High achievement in favourite subjects will 
open more doors than low achievement in 
‘career orientated’ subjects

The tutor is key in these discussions!!!



Timetable for choices

• Updated option blocks next week (w/b 26/2)
• Options discussions already between Y11 and 

SLT and senior teachers
• Options choices will be included with tutor 

reports at Easter
• Changes possible after GCSE results published 

if notified before the start of term in 
September



Help in choosing

• Mr Hall, the Head of Careers
• Advice and information for students from: 

Tutors
Teachers, especially Heads of Department 
Head of Y11/Y12 – Dr Beveridge/Mr Hudson

Parents, we do not expect you to be experts – you pay us to be the experts – this is what 
we do every year, and we are very happy to help. There is no such thing as a silly 
question when it comes to options.



Sixth Form at Ampleforth

• To be enjoyed!
• Greater independence
• Academic specialisation should encourage 

individual endeavour
• Students must take more responsibility for 

their own learning
• Transition to and preparation for Higher 

Education

More info in the Options Brochure which has already been shared with parents.



Sixth Form at Ampleforth

• Intellectual and personal growth
• Unlimited potential for developing interest by 

reading beyond syllabus
• Own input a key ingredient of success
• Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

More info in the Options Brochure which will be shared with parents.
Please Google “AQA Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)”



“New subjects”

BTEC Travel and Tourism
BTEC Sport (at the PE stand)
BTEC Countryside Management
BTEC Enterprise and Entrepreneurship
Business
Economics
Politics

All represented here today.

The Heads of Departments for these ‘new’ subjects will be in attendance today.



Exam timetables

Exam timetables on MSP
Students have a copy
Clash arrangements will be communicated.

Exam Timetables i) have been handed to Y11 and Y13 students, ii) put onto 
MySchoolPortal, and iii) shared with the students on pupil portal.
Unfortunately, the exam boards do not collaborate on when they set exams, so clashes 
do happen. Our exams team will write to every student who has a clash or clashes to 
explain how they will be supervised between sittign the first exams and sitting the clash 
exam, so that all exam rules are obeyed. They will be quarantined until the clash 
exam/exams has been sat. In a very few rare occasions, an exam needs to be carried 
over to the following day, then again, the exam team will inform them of the 
arrangements.



Christian Living – Curriculum Snake
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Christian Living – Ten:Ten overview
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Christian Living – Ten:Ten Y11
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Christian Living: Y11 overview
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Christian Living Y11: lesson 6 on Mental Health and 
Eating disorders
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