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\\ WHY AMPLEFORTH?

WHY
AMPLEFORTH?

S

ome of the year 9 students in St Bede’s and St Thomas’ took a few
moments to speak with some of the school monitors in their house
– Thea Opperman, Tally Wolloshin, Jay Desai and Marcus Roberts.
On the point of leaving the school, the Year 9s were asking the
monitors to reflect on their time here, what they’ve enjoyed, what
they’ll miss and to pass on any words of wisdom.

What Ampleforth means to you: “For me it has had a real impact on the formative
years of my life. To look at the person I was in first year and to see how far
I have come in terms of confidence, intelligence, the friends I have made. It
has had an amazing impact on my life to be honest. Doing things like CCF,
reading in Mass, helps build confidence and character. Ampleforth doesn’t
just produce one-dimensional, single-minded people.”
“I agree with that, looking back to year 8, I had no idea of what kind of
person I could be and feel that Ampleforth has helped to encourage me to
become the best version of myself.”
Most vivid memory: “I arrived at the school half way through the term in Year
10. I had no idea what to expect. I remember the first Sunday Mass so clearly:
the first hymn, “Sing Aloud”, and all the incense and the monks coming in. It
was so beautiful and I had this overwhelming sense that this was where I was
supposed to be. Definitely a memory I will cherish.”
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What advice would you pass onto first year self: “Don’t worry so much;
enjoy the friendships you have and don’t take anything for granted.
Now we are leaving I can see that it is easy to think like that – 5 years
seems like a lifetime but it goes so quickly. Appreciate what you have.”

On the challenges of leaving Ampleforth: “One amazing thing about
Ampleforth is the network of support, the Housemasters, the
Matrons. There is always someone who can help you. I feel like that
structure will not be there at university.”

“Ampleforth is a place full or opportunities and helps you to
thrive, grow and be happy everyday; whatever passions you have,
Ampleforth helps you to recognise that and to pursue them. There
is such a range of activities and it’s great in the younger years to
try as many as you can; make the most of all the opportunities that
Ampleforth presents. It will help you to discover what it is you love.”

“I think I will miss the routine, the order of the day and always
seeing your friends. The way that new friends joining us through the
years adds to our friendship groups and strengthens old ones. And
I will also miss the religious side of things. It is compulsory here and
it helps me to stay in touch with my religion – the Mass, the hymns,
prayers morning and evening – when we are at university it will be
up to us. I will miss praying with everyone together.”

Considering your favourite years: “I’ve loved the Sixth Form. You get a
little bit of independence, a little bit of your own space but you’re
still with all your friends. You’re given responsibility to take lead
roles in CCF, to instruct, to read in Mass and this helps to develop
independence. It’s helped me to flourish as a person.”
“I think also that in Sixth Form your friendships do branch out
beyond the house too. There are lots of places and opportunities
provided to socialise with friends. And in Sixth Form you develop
friendships with younger years too.”
“In Sixth Form you develop really strong relationships with the
teachers and because you get to take on more responsibility you can
become a bridge between the staff and students.”
“Sport is another really good opportunity to make friends in other
years – you train and play with them – and it’s the same with CCF.
You learn so many skills through these things and help contribute
to teaching and instruction. You have the opportunity to become a
role model.”

“I think Ampleforth has instilled that in us. Before I came here,
I couldn’t imagine going to Church in my own time, let alone actually
taking part in altar serving. I do feel now that I actually want to go to
Church and contribute to it when I am at university.”
What will you miss the most: “The people, all my friends. The house too,
but the people have genuinely shaped the person I am today. I think
also living together. The boarding environment allows you to see
your friends every single day, morning noon and night. You always
have someone to talk with or someone to laugh with or cry with or
watch a rubbish movie with or go on a run with. We’ve made real
bonds here and I am going to miss them very much.”
“One thing I will definitely miss is living with my very, very close
friends all the time. I know that with university I will make new
friends, but growing up over five years with these guys makes
me feel that they are kind of family and it will be strange to live
without them.”

Most embarrassing moment: “Shortly after arriving I split my trousers in
the art department and my underwear was on show for everyone to
see. I had to take my jumper off and wrap it round my waist and try
and get back to house… Unfortunately my secret didn’t remain safe
for long!”

“ONE AMAZING THING ABOUT
AMPLEFORTH IS THE NETWORK OF
SUPPORT, THE HOUSEMASTERS, THE
MATRONS. THERE IS ALWAYS SOMEONE
WHO CAN HELP YOU”
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REMEMBRANCE //

Remembrance Sunday
– Centenary Service

BY JAY DESAI (T) YEAR 13

Sleeping out for the Homeless
BY TOM ELY-CORBETT (J) YEAR 13

Warm. Cosy. Safe.
These are words I would use to describe home, words you would probably use
too. During the Christmas break many of us headed home, subconsciously aware
that we had a bed to sleep in, food on our plates and access to clean clothes basic necessities that we take for granted every day.
However, it is these fundamentals which many people are deprived of at the
most bitter of times. Homelessness is worse than ever with approximately 300,000
homeless people in the UK at the moment and over 5,000 sleeping rough.
On the evening of Saturday 8th December, 23 Ampleforth students sleptout in solidarity with the homeless. Braving near freezing temperatures and
submerged in large puffer jackets, fleeces and trackies we faced the unsympathetic
night ahead. Fortunately, the CCF armed us with sleeping bags, bivvy bags and
mats, so we were not entirely exposed to the elements. When I mentioned the
sleep-out to my friends they dismissed it. I was met with “Why would you want to
sleep outside?” Usually followed by “do you know how cold it is?”
I personally wanted to realise what it was like being exposed to the elements
and hopefully grasp, to some extent, what emotions are triggered as a result
of being exposed to such conditions; to understand what homeless people go
through on a daily basis.
What struck me first, both physically and mentally, was the biting wind. The
wind coming across the valley was fast, making us even colder. Because of the
windburn my cheeks were sore, my lips were burning. Facing the sleep-out as
a group definitely made it easier - we all got on really well, which increased the
morale greatly.
At 7:30am it was time to get up. Mass had been arranged underneath the
balcony overlooking the scenic sunrise. My fingers were icicles. I felt groggy. My
neck was out of kilter. I wanted to eat, to sleep, I wanted to get inside. In reality,
we experienced only half the battle. I was not worrying about when I will get my
next meal, if I can find shelter tomorrow. We only experienced the physical, not
the psychological.
The sleep-out taught me a lot. It made me realise how tough being homeless
must be. It taught me to appreciate my pillow, the lack of which was hard to
endure. The effects we experienced were after one night, can you comprehend
how you’d feel doing it every day of every week?
Thanks to the fundraising efforts of FACE-FAW and the generosity of the
Ampleforth community, £1,000 will be donated each to DePaul, The Passage and
The Crypt in Leeds.

4 | SPRING 2019 | OUR COMPASS

E

very year, at the eleventh hour on the
eleventh day of the eleventh month,
the whole world stands still, and
Ampleforth is no exception. It is a
striking and sombre event, to hear
and feel the silence.
The entire student and staff body gathers
before the field of remembrance, and from the first
note of the Last Post to the last note of the Reveille
the shift in the atmosphere is palpable.
The CCF colours, on parade behind the field
of remembrance, are lowered out of respect for
the fallen. This year, to mark the centenary of the
Armistice, the names of Old Amplefordians and
members of the local parishes who gave their lives
in the Great War were read out. I had the honour of

reading these names, many of which I recognise,
the descendants of whom are at the school now.
The service also includes an excerpt from
Laurence Binyon’s poem For the Fallen:
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
The truth in this beautiful stanza is clear:
those men who made the final sacrifice are not only
immortalised in stone in the school library and oak on
the doors of big study, but in the effect that they have
had on the way we live our lives today in Great Britain.
In almost no time, the moment is over, and the
gathered crowd disperses, conscious of all that they
owe to those who gave their lives in the World Wars.
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Old Amplefordian First World War Roll of Honour
25th September 1914
Lt Ambrose Teeling, Norfolk Regiment, died age 22
12th November 1914
Captain Reginald Barnett, Royal Field Artillery, died age 27
24th December 1914
2nd Lt John Nevill, Grenadier Guards, died age 30
9th May 1915		2nd Lt Kenneth Dennys, Royal Munster Fusiliers, died age 25
9th May 1915		2nd Lt William Heffernan, Royal Irish Regiment, died age 29
24th May 1915		Major Charles Hines, Durham Light Infantry, died age 41
9th June 1915		Sergeant William Sharp, Royal Engineers, died age 26
9th July 1915		Basil Wood, South African Rifles, died age 24
6th August 1915		Captain Cyril Ainscough, Manchester Regiment, died age 22
11th September 1915
Lt Leonard Williams, South Wales Borderers, died age 20
28th September 1915
Lt George Hall, Royal Berkshire Regiment, died age 21
13th October 1915
Major Oswald Williams, Monmouthshire Regiment, died age 32
15th December 1915
2nd Lt Austin Hines, Durham Light Infantry, died age 28
3rd January 1916
2nd Lt Alan Clapham, East Yorkshire Regiment, died age 21
18th February 1916
Private George Oberhoffer, Royal Fusiliers, died age 31
31st May 1916		Surgeon RN Sidney Punch, HMS Indefatigable, died age 30
28th June 1916		2nd Lt Francis Long, Royal Field Artillery, died age 20
1st July 1916		Rifleman John Bodenham, Queen’s Westminster Rifles, died age 26
1st July 1916		2nd Lt Raymond Calder-Smith, Royal Fusiliers, died age 26
1st July 1916		Lt Eldred Martin, Royal Warwickshire Regiment, died age 20
1st July 1916		2nd Lt Francis Whittam, Royal Lancashire Fusiliers, died age 41
20th July 1916		2nd Lt Henry Allanson, Suffolk Regiment, died age 39
8th August 1916		Corporal Leo Miles, King’s Liverpool Regiment, died age 25
9th August 1916		Private Leo Fishwick, King’s Liverpool Regiment, died age 20
Captain Bernard Cadic, Royal Garrison Artillery, died age 21
20th August 1916
2nd Lt Vincent Narey, The Duke of Wellington’s West Riding, died age 21
15th October 1916
Captain Matthew Honan, South Lancashire Regiment, died age 38
14th November 1916
2nd March 1917		2nd Lt Cyril Cravos, Royal Flying Corps, died age 22
Peter Chamberlain, Engineer Merchant Service, died age 23
25th March 1917
12th April 1917 		Captain William Liston, Leinster Regiment, died age 21
5th May 1917		Lt William Dent Young, Australian Contingent, died age 26
9th May 1917 		Captain Marcel Martin, Royal Warwickshire Regiment, died age 34
15th July 1917		Lt Raphael Power, 46th Punjabis Regiment, died age 20
17th July 1917 		Richard Kernan, HMS Innamincka, died age unknown
2nd Lt Edwin Sinnott, King Edward’s Horse, died age unknown
17th October 1917
Sub Lt Gerald Cloran, Royal Naval Reserve, died age 39
7th November 1917
2nd Lt Ewan Blackledge, King’s Liverpool Regiment, died age 22
23rd November 1917
Captain John Parle, King’s Liverpool Regiment, died age 33
30th November 1917
Lt Francis Morrogh-Bernard, Royal Munster Fusiliers, died age 21
17th December 1917
Captain Joseph Buckley, Rifle Brigade, died age unknown
22nd December 1917
3rd March 1918		Lt William Boocock, Royal Warwickshire Regiment, died age 26
9th March 1918		2nd Lt Edmund Byrne, Welsh Guards, died age 19
Lt John MacPherson, Gordon Highlanders, died age unknown
15th March 1918
Patrick Duffy, Royal Flying Corps, died age unknown
20th March 1918
Lt Reginald Barnewall, Leinster Regiment, died age 21
24th March 1918
10th July 1918		Lt Herbert Redmond, Royal Air Force, died age 28
Lt James Barton MC, Royal Garrison Artillery, died age unknown
17th August 1918
Lt Pierre Vuylsteke, Belgian Army, died age unknown
22nd August 1918
Laurence Walton, Royal Fusiliers, died age 34
24th August 1918
2nd Lt Maurice Gerrard, 2nd Royal Field Artillery, died age unknown
28th August 1918
Lt Wilfred Ruxton, Royal Irish Regiment, died age 27
29th August 1918
Austin Darby, Canadian Contingent, died age unknown
2nd September 1918
Lt Bertram Hawkswell, Royal Air Force, died age unknown
18th September 1918
2nd Lt Basil Smith, South Lancashire Regiment, died age 23
18th September 1918
2nd Lt Thomas McGhee, Highland Light Infantry, died age unknown
28th September 1918
2nd Lt Wilfred Readman, Royal North Lancashire Regiment, died age unknown
28th September 1918
Captain Archibald MacDonald, Lovat Scouts, died age unknown
3rd November 1918
Captain Luke Teeling, Royal Field Artillery, died age unknown
8th November 1918
30th May 1919 		Lt Cecil Leese, North-West Frontier Militia, died age 22
14th March 1920
Captain Patrick Murphy, Prince of Wales Own West Yorkshire Regiment, died age 27
Lt Cyril Clarke, King’s Liverpool Regiment, died age 34
28th March 1927
6th July 1928 		Lt Walter Rochford, Machine Gun Corps, died age 31
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Fr Edward’s Homily from 11th November 2018

I

remember some years ago talking to the grandfather of someone in the school. He had
been a Prisoner of War of the Japanese in the Second World War and had worked on
the infamous Burma Railway (well know from the film ‘Bridge over the River Kwai’). I
said how terrible that experience must have been; and I remember my utter surprise at
his reply. He said it had been the richest experience of his life, and that he would go back
and live those years again, because, he said, he saw human nature at its best. David Jones, the
Welsh poet, in ‘In Parenthesis,’ his great poem about life in the trenches during the First World
War, says much the same thing.
It is very easy to glamorise war, films tend to do it; or to look at it in a detached way in
the classroom. The reality is horrible and yet war with all its horrors can expose richer, deeper
values. We live in a society consumed by the culture of success, where success is often measured
in terms of gaining positions of power, achieving larger salaries, obtaining higher standards
of living etc. Heaven is often sought in this world, but of course never found in this life.
Those who fought were never tempted to see this life as permanent, or even very long. Greed,
selfishness, were things to be pitied, because so pointless. Instinctively people worked for each
other, valued each other, because they depended on each other. That was as true in Afghanistan
as it was in the trenches. Suffering, danger, opened them up and made them aware of their
frailty. Now as I said, there is nothing glamorous about war; it is horrible, unutterably horrible,
like all real suffering, and like all great suffering those who have suffered are loath to talk about
it. But suffering, if accepted, prunes away the dross, the selfishness, the artificialities of life. It
exposes its real purpose, it sharpens the focus, not heaven in this life but in the life to come;
and that brings a depth of peace. Dante once wrote: ‘suffering remarries us to God.’ Or rather,
suffering can remarry us to God; it depends on how we relate to it. The word ‘Sacrifice’ means
‘make holy,’ and suffering can only make us holy. We will all suffer sometime in our lives, it is
the law of life that growth demands loss as well as gain – the narrowing of one area of life to
achieve the broadening of the whole.
I am reminded of a very remarkable man who, facing death, wrote: ‘All of us who have
been crucified on beds of pain, remember that an hour will come when we shall be taken down
from our cross, and our Saviour shall look upon our hands and feet and side, to find the imprint
of his wounds, which will be our passport to eternal joy.’ There were many who fought and
died, and many who mourned their dead, who would have identified with that, as indeed we
do. We need to see that when we suffer we share the cross with Christ, and in that sense it is a
privilege. Yes, Dante wrote ‘suffering remarries us to God.’
So, as we wear our poppies, originally picked in the Fields of Flanders during the First
World War and laid on the graves of those who died, let them remind us of those vast numbers
who died in the prime of their lives, and gave their lives for others and to protect our values,
and pray for them in thanksgiving.
Let those poppies, which bloom in the summer and which do not die so soon, remind us
that life is short, often very short, and that suffering is indeed our passport to eternal joy in the
fullness of life in Heaven.
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RETREATS //

RETREATS
THE ARKWRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP
BY JACK MCKENNA (C) YEAR 12

T

“THE SCHOLARSHIP PUTS
HIGH CALIBRE STUDENTS
THROUGH A RIGOROUS
SELECTION PROCESS AND
SUPPORTS THEM THROUGH
THE TWO YEARS OF
A LEVELS”
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he Arkwright Scholarship is the most prestigious engineering
scholarship in the UK designed to inspire and nurture school
age students to be the country’s future leaders in the
Engineering industry.
The scholarship puts high calibre students through a rigorous
selection process and supports them through the two years of A levels. The
sponsors can be a commercial company, trade association, university, professional
institution, armed forces, government organisations or personal donor sponsors.
This means that support is offered in various different ways and includes valuable
hands-on work experience, support for curricular projects and a personal mentor
who can help with all aspects of the student’s career planning.
In the summer of 2018 I went on a Smallpeice Trust course; this is an
independent charity set up in 1966 by Dr Smallpeice, which provides engineering
opportunities and is now directly linked to the Arkwright programme. The course
was based at Kingston University where we were able to design a plane in teams
and we learnt about the fundamentals of flight. As this is a possible career path I
wish to pursue, I was encouraged by the Head of Design and Technology to apply
for this scholarship.
My dream came to fruition on 25th October 2018 when I was awarded the
Arkwright scholarship at the Royal Institute of Engineering in London. My sponsor
was The Welding Institute (TWI ltd) and Mrs Condie (their Head of Human
Resources) made the presentation to me. I found her to be very encouraging and
supportive and I really look forward to the mentorship and work experience that they
may be able to offer to me. The Welding Institute are a global organisation, which
provides it members with authoritative and expert advice, know-how and safety
assurance related to engineering, materials and joining techniques. The scholarship
has already enabled me to go to exclusive receptions at university open days.
I would advise anyone at Ampleforth to speak with Mr Anglim about this
initiative. If like me, engineering is of interest, you will find him really supportive
and encouraging, which builds your resilience and confidence and I thank him for
his guidance and support.

“I found that my Middle Sixth retreat experience was very eye
opening. I personally went to Leeds to visit the homeless in
St George’s Crypt. They gave me an insight of how life can
be for people, and how privileged we are just to have a roof
over our heads. It also helped me understand the importance
of each person in society and the need to come together to
help those who were born into unfair situations, or who made
one mistake which defined the rest of their life. Through this
experience, I learned the power I have as an individual
to make a change and aid someone else.”
Alice Clark (M) Year 12
“We visited Ushaw for our annual year group retreat, where
the large campus provided the perfect facilities for our
needs. In the morning, with the year group split, we took
part in two separate stations; initially hearing from an old girl
about her past five years having left Ampleforth and how
her faith has developed through university, along with the
challenges she has faced. We then discussed our past years at
Ampleforth and reflected on how we had progressed both
individually and as a year group. The afternoon provided us
with space for personal reflection, to think about our life so
far and contemplate who we want to be in the future. Before
the afternoon Mass in the very grand chapel, we had time to
relax and walk in the grounds. The day was brilliant and gave
us all strong advice and reassurance for our future lives, in
both a spiritual and practical sense.”
Ned Bridgeman (D) Year 13
“For this year’s retreat, a group of us travelled up to
Middlesbrough to visit The John Paul Centre. The day was
centred on helping the 50 odd people who came in, of
whom all were either refugees or homeless. We prepared
their one hot meal of the week; weighed and bagged up the

almost all canned food that had been donated to the centre;
sorted out the bags of clothes that had been sent in that
week, and cleaned and tidied the few rooms there were to
house these people for the time they were there during the
day. But most of all, we were able to sit down and listen to
the stories that they had to share, an example being that of
the three year journey from Eritrea, that three 17 year olds
were showing us on a map. We are constantly reminded
how lucky we are to even have the essentials in life, by our
parents, teachers and friends, as well as all the stories you
hear and read in the news about how unlucky others can
be. However, I think it was this experience that finally made
all those stories real for me, and although that feeling isn’t
anywhere near as strong as it was immediately after the
retreat, it surely is one of those feelings, for me, that one
doesn’t quite let go of.”
James Barber (J) Year 12
“For our retreat, we went on a day of reflection into
community and especially friendship in apprehension of
our exams in May. The day began with talks from two
sixth formers on what friendship means to them and how
Ampleforth has influenced their connections. The key thought
that came from these talks was that you must have friends that
can support and comfort you in these times of stress and that
toxic friendships are an absolute no-no. We then split into two
groups – one to a carousel of activities focussed on aspects of
community and friendship and another to make lunch for the
whole year group and teachers. We had to make sandwiches
for one other house, which helped our teamwork and our
generosity. The day ended with a walk to St Benedict’s Church
in the village, where we celebrated a lovely Mass dedicated to
St Aelred, patron of friendship.”
Flora Swinburne (B) Year 11 and Izzy Rogerson (B) Year 11
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REELING
BY CASIM CRITES (J) YEAR 12

Reeling nights occur twice a year, with the St Andrew’s Ball in November and
Burns Night occurring in January. I first experienced reeling in Year 10. For
the uninitiated, reeling is a social form of dance, where partners dance in a
group with a mixture of elaborate turns and spins. The dancing is fast paced
and Fr Hugh delivers lessons over a series of weeks, as well as calling on
the night itself. Burns Night is a Sixth Form event, starting with dinner.
Amidst much food, drink, bagpiping, and merriment comes the ‘address
to the Haggis’ - a welcome to the traditional Scottish dish. Many
students who are undertaking their Hospitality BTEC kindly make
the canapés for the evening, which we all thoroughly enjoy. The
guests proudly display their tartan and everyone enjoys the meal,
regardless of their nationality. The St Andrew’s Ball is open to
students across all year groups and is also a popular evening of
elegant revelry. Dances include the Dashing White Sergeant,
the Duke of Perth, as well as the ever-popular (and, frankly,
exhausting) Strip the Willow.
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“REELING IS A SOCIAL
FORM OF DANCE,
WHERE PARTNERS
DANCE IN A GROUP
WITH A MIXTURE OF
ELABORATE TURNS
AND SPINS”
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ACTIVITIES //

THE BUILD UP TO AN

EXHIBITION

BY LOUIS MOSS (J) YEAR 10

I
Ampleforth’s annual performance of

BY JAMES LACZKO-SCHROEDER (J) YEAR 13
“Music is founded on the harmony between heaven and earth,” wrote
Lü Buwei, an ancient Chinese philosopher. Handel’s Messiah is a perfect
example of this; it combines ideas of both mankind and the divine, in
237 monumental pages of music, which demand so much from any choir,
let alone one consisting of school students. Even so, our performance in
December, continuing a long annual tradition, was as much a success as it
was a joy to be part of.
Within the marvellous acoustic of our Abbey Church, every seat was
taken, and every spirit lifted. When singing your part in Messiah, one gets a
strong sense of belonging to something that is a hundred times bigger. It’s a
feeling I will never forget, especially as we in the upper sixth begin to look to the
future. It was a climactic and fitting end to a very long term whilst also a strong
reminder that school life should not just be about exams and classrooms.
The soloists were magnificent in conveying some of the oratorio’s
very intimate passages, while it was also very encouraging to see members
of our junior school, some as young as nine, so eagerly involved too.
The performance showed clearly just how valuable their role in the wider
Ampleforth picture is. Certainly when I used to be a treble, singing in
Messiah was like glimpsing at my own future.
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t’s this time of year when it all gets slightly hectic – exams, as well
preparations and rehearsals for Exhibition are underway.
You might be reading this as Ampleforth hosts its annual Exhibition,
a weekend where everyone showcases what this school is really about,
celebrating all the achievements of the many students here, whether that be
CCF (the school Cadet Force), orchestra, drama… the list goes on.
We are all eager to show our parents all the different activities we have been
involved in while away from home. And I want to give you a flavour of what
goes into it all.
Parents are spoilt for choice: the drama department is running the Exhibition
play, this year it is “The Twits”, but last year I was involved with ‘Wind in the
Willows’. I remember our first tech rehearsal lasting seven hours! I was backstage,
giving all the lighting and sound cues through a headset system – it’s a rather nervewracking job, but was fun and a great experience.
The music department is always busy at this time of year with orchestra, big
band and various other music groups constantly rehearsing. I played percussion in
orchestra and piano in big band, which introduced me to being in a jazz band.
Our fantastic art and design department always show off student portfolios,
ranging across all the year groups; our sports teams play the old boys and girls of
the college. There’s a warm, friendly feeling.
As a member of St John’s House, we have the dubious privilege of daily
previews of the Guard of Honour rehearsals from dorm windows at seven
o’clock in the morning! They put in hours of practice to perfect their parade.
Last year, our equestrian teams put on a dressage display, and there was much
more besides.
Exhibition is also the annual prize giving, as well as the display of student
projects in the library that many of us have participated in. After speeches from the
Abbot and the Headmaster, the students come up to receive the prizes that have
been earned throughout the year. There are all kinds of house competitions that
have taken place and each one has a trophy. There are also individual prizes, some
for outstanding academic achievements. Let’s hope for another amazing weekend,
and pray for good weather!
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“ONCE IN A BLUE MOON…
PIGS MIGHT FLY…YOU’VE
HEARD THE EXPRESSIONS
AND NOW AMPLEFORTH
HAS MADE A BID TO ADD
A NEW PHRASE TO THE
LEXICON: AS LIKELY AS AN
ABSEILING MONK”
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\\ ART

Art

BY THEA OPPERMAN (B) YEAR 13

M

y Art ‘journey’ at Ampleforth hasn’t quite been the plain
sailing picture one would expect. I decided to do Art GCSE
on a whim, thinking it was a fun subject which I enjoyed.
Then as time went by and the course became increasingly
challenging, I started to love it more and more and began
considering it for A Level. Now, my parents have always been supportive
with everything I have done, but Art was never really in the picture; the plan
being that I would do Maths, English, History and CT for A Levels. So it
came as quite the surprise when I turned away from Maths, saying Art was the
replacement instead! But, they accepted it and I said hello to two more years of
Art ahead of me.
Then came the dreaded question which faces every M6 student around
February time... “what do you want to do after school?” Well there’s a curve
ball for you. I had always liked the idea of law, being a chatty and argumentative
person, I thought why not? But, again, as the Art course became more trying
and exciting, I found it increasingly hard to ignore my love for it. So I had
to have THE conversation with my parents, telling them that Art was what I
wanted to pursue. To my surprise they were actually pretty calm. It took them
a couple of days to get on board but after that, they have been completely
supportive ever since.
This year, I have applied to three Art schools: The Royal Drawing School
in London, Leith School of Art in Edinburgh and Loughborough University,
all three of which I have been lucky enough to be offered a place. I chose these
over all the other Art Foundation courses because they offered much longer
and intense school days, traditional teaching and an emphasis on drawing and
painting technique rather than graphic design or film. I loved all three but
London excites me more than anything (extremely high rent aside!) So I have
decided to go to the Royal Drawing School next year, starting in September.
My love for Art has grown enormously over the years, and I can honestly
say that the Ampleforth Art department has been the reason for this. It’s a place
where anyone and everyone can go and express their thoughts and feelings
through Art, regardless of their academic achievements or performance on the
Sports field. The Art ‘team’ of staff are friendly, informative and incredibly
good at guiding someone through their creative journey, whilst also letting them
find their feet on their own. No one explicitly told me to go and do Art after
school, that decision I had to come to on my own. However, what they did
do was encourage and direct me through the application process, all the while
telling me that I was capable of doing it.
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R

ugby has always been a big part of life at
Ampleforth. This year, the 1st XV have been
competing in the NatWest Bowl competition
in between normal fixtures. This season has
been full of action overall with 19 matches
played, including a very successful tour to Lisbon for
five days. As we progressed through the rounds of the
bowl, a highlight for me has to be playing at Darlington’s
Mowden Park, which is a 25,000 seat stadium and winning
comfortably. To progress through to the quarter final of
the bowl, the 1st XV won a great game with a score of
46-22 against Prince Henry’s Grammar school. The quarter
final was against Hitchin Boys Grammar School. As this
was such a big occasion for the 1st XV, the squad travelled
down together the night before, as it was a four hour
journey to ensure we were well rested for the challenge
ahead. The squad went for a walk around a park on the
morning of the quarter final to get psychologically ready.
After a thrilling and exciting game of rugby, we were
through to the semi-finals!
The semi-final was due to take place in March, but we
managed to bring it forward to January, as we were ready to
play. In the build up to the semi-final, there was a noticeable
buzz of excitement around the school as it was the first
time Ampleforth had reached this far in the competition;
it was a topic which was very much talked about! As the
semi-final was in Worcester, the squad travelled down the
night before as it was a four hour journey, similar to the
quarter final. After a good night’s sleep, the 1st XV had
a hearty breakfast and began our journey to the King’s
School, Worcester. One of my pre-match rituals is to
listen to some rock music and think about what my role is
within the team; this helps me to get psychologically ready
before the match and I usually do my own warmup and
stretching before the whole team warm up. We had some
great supporters travel down from Ampleforth on the day,
as well as parents. I think that really helped spur the team
on. It was an incredibly physical and close game with some
great tries from Ampleforth. Sadly, in seven minutes over
time, Kings School Worcester scored and converted a try
that allowed them to take the lead and win 33-31. It was a
big disappointment, and it was certainly at the back of our
minds for a few days afterwards. But the great thing about
rugby is it teaches you how to bounce back: the next game
is always round the corner and you have a new opportunity
to challenge yourself again.

“WE HAD SOME
GREAT SUPPORTERS
TRAVEL DOWN FROM
AMPLEFORTH ON THE DAY”

NATWEST
BOWL

BY MARCUS ROBERTS (T) YEAR 13
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SOCIETIES //

CERN
BY JAY DESAI (T) YEAR 13

F

or a number of years, the Ampleforth
College Physics department has been taking
students to CERN in Switzerland on what
has almost become a pilgrimage. CERN
houses the largest scientific experiment
ever built, the Large Hadron Collider. The LHC is a
27km circumference particle accelerator, which collides
protons at velocities approaching the speed of light. The
accelerating tubes are one of the coldest and emptiest
places in the Universe.
Particle detectors that weigh as much as the Eiffel
Tower are buried 100m underground and have been
manufactured to a precision of less than the width of a
human hair. They take a staggering 40 million snapshots
of colliding nuclei per second.
The LHC is easily both conceptually and
mechanically one of the most ambitious human
endeavours in history. Anybody with even a passing
interest in Physics would be remiss to pass up the
opportunity to see it. And yet, despite how incredibly
advanced and intricate the LHC is, it shows a direct
application of some of the topics studied at A level
Physics, the mechanics of circular motion, fields and
electricity are all applied on a real world scale so vast as
to be almost unimaginable.
The trip also gives the students a chance to explore
Geneva, and see both the UN headquarters there, and
the headquarters of the Red Cross. There are also
stunning views of the Alps and Lake Geneva, and the
opportunity to try a traditional Swiss dish - fondue!
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A

s an enthusiastic amateur astronomer, I was
keen to set up a school astronomy society
to take advantage of how lucky we are to
have relatively dark skies as we are in an area
that has very little light pollution. Supported
and encouraged by the Physics Department, we held the
first meeting of the newly formed Ampleforth College
Astronomy Society in the autumn term. This involved a
night-time observation of the Moon in which students
observed the luna maria, craters and mountain regions and
was followed by a talk on how the Moon was formed, what
it is composed of, its landscape, how it differs from other
moons and what it can tell us about the Earth. We looked at
how the Moon orbits the Earth, its phases and the various
Apollo missions.
As a boarding school, we are able to plan observations
at relatively short notice to take advantage of clear skies or
the phases of the Moon and students from all years have
been fascinated at how much is visible through a telescope.
The most recent observation included views of the
Pleiades Open Star Cluster, the Orion Nebula and Mars.
A talk given to the Astronomy Society was amended (but
only very slightly) and given to the Year 7 and 8 pupils in
St Martin’s Ampleforth Science Club who asked lots of
interesting questions on subjects ranging from the death of
the Sun to the possible colonisation of Mars. Further talks
and regular observations are planned as well as Asteroid and
Near Earth Object tracking, astrophotography sessions, talks
from internal and external speakers, trips to observatories
and use of remote telescopes. We will also be fund-raising
to try to purchase a new telescope for the school.

ASTRONOMY
CLUB
BY WILLIAM HUNT (O) YEAR 12

“THIS INVOLVED A NIGHTTIME OBSERVATION OF
THE MOON IN WHICH
STUDENTS OBSERVED THE
LUNA MARIA, CRATERS
AND MOUNTAIN REGIONS”
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BY ANNIE MCGOVERN (M) YEAR 9
& IMMY GLOVER (A) YEAR 10

DANCE SHOW

I

n November, Ampleforth put on an evening of dance. The evening consisted of different
types of dance from lyrical to graded ballet. There were group dances to solos and duos. After
spending a Sunday afternoon practicing and putting the show together, we were ready to go.
And after a well-received evening of dance we were ready to relax.
Dance at the College is quite different to dance at other dance studios. The lessons here can
be groups or individual lessons, which can make the atmosphere more open, kind and friendly. Some
people starting dance at the College have no experience and just want to give it a go. Some people
come in having already had some training or formal exams. All types of dance from tap and ballet to
musical theatre and lyrical contemporary are available.
Dance here also links into the drama department; many of the students have done both dance and
been involved in some form of production in either the upstairs or downstairs theatre.
Dancing at Ampleforth is an experience that is always positive and encouraging.

“DANCING AT AMPLEFORTH IS AN EXPERIENCE
THAT IS ALWAYS POSITIVE AND ENCOURAGING”
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EVENTS //

SMA’s Got Talent!
The children at St Martin’s Ampleforth put on
a magnificent show of their talents recently,
including instrumental solos, singing, dancing
and hilarious sketches.

“REALLY FUNNY!”
“EVERYONE HAD A GO”
“VERY, VERY ENTERTAINING”
“LOTS OF FUN
PRACTISING BEFOREHAND”
“LAUGHED SO MUCH”
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“REALLY, REALLY FUN!”
“THE BEDS WERE VERY
COMFY, THE DRAWERS
UNDER THE BED
WERE REALLY COOL”

Junior House
Christmas Sleepover
As Christmas approached, our Year 6 students enjoyed a Christmas party
and sleepover in their new Junior House. They enjoyed some delicious party
food, prepared by our BTEC Hospitality students, followed by party games,
Christmas karaoke and to wind down, well-loved Christmas stories read
by the children over mugs of steaming hot chocolate topped with cream
and marshmallows. After testing Junior House’s new dorms overnight, the
children tucked into a special breakfast of pancakes and waffles…happy
children, exhausted staff!

“WE DID LOTS OF EATING,
SINGING AND DANCING”
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da Vinci Decathlon
BY SOPHIE BLAKE-JAMES (A) YEAR 9

O

n Tuesday 19th March, Ampleforth hosted an academic
competition called the da Vinci Challenge. Our own teams included
students from St Martin’s Ampleforth (Years 7 and 8) and Years 9
and 10. We also welcomed teams from Ryedale School, Cheltenham
Prep and Dalbeattie School from Scotland.
The competition was an academic decathlon with ten different challenges
on ten different subjects, and although there were some subjects that we learn at
school such as English, Maths and the Sciences, there were also other challenges
such as code breaking and general knowledge. In these we had to use our
knowledge outside of school and the information given to us to solve them.
We took two challenges at a time so that if someone wasn’t particularly
strong in a certain subject, they could still participate in the other challenge, and
in this way we were able to fit in twice as many subjects. We were given an hour
to complete each challenge, which went by surprisingly quickly when there was
a difficult puzzle to work out. We were well supplied with snacks and drinks
throughout the whole day to keep our energy up.
Some of the tests involved creative thinking; for one of the challenges we
were given a book, scissors, colouring pens and instructions, and had to cut out
the pages from the book to a shape or design of our choice, and write a haiku to
go with it. For drama we needed to create a performance showing the origin of a
certain idea or object in our society today.
The whole competition was great fun and surprisingly tiring! We learnt
a lot from it, not just academic content, but soft skills too, like how to work
collaboratively and use the information given to us, as well as applying it to
our work. We hope that this experience might lead to a future entry into the
international da Vinci competition, which originated in Australia.
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“THERE WERE ALSO
OTHER CHALLENGES
SUCH AS CODE
BREAKING AND
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE”
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TRIPS //

AMABEL TOWNELEY (M) YEAR 9

Erasmus Project

“THE PROJECT IS
BASED AROUND
RESEARCH OF
‘THE INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION IN
GREAT BRITAIN,
GERMANY AND
IRELAND”

T

his academic year has seen Ampleforth
take part in the International Erasmus
project. It consists of three schools from
Europe: Ampleforth, Glenstal Abbey
(Ireland), and Egbert-Gymnasium
Münsterschwarzach (Germany). The project is based
around research of ‘The Industrial Revolution in
Great Britain, Germany and Ireland,’ and we are
exploring the unique impact on each country. Of
course, there has also been a chance to develop our
inter-cultural awareness.
The first trip was in the middle of January.
Twelve of us joined the Irish students and made the
journey to Frankfurt. It was a fun and informative
week in Germany, during which we explored many
interesting towns and cities. I particularly liked the
German food! We spent a day out with our German
partners and their families, enjoying bowling, minigolf, and other activities. In February, we hosted the
German and Irish groups at Ampleforth. We delved
into the history of York and visited Beamish town,
maintained in its 1900 state. There was a trip to
Whitby and to the National Coal Mining Museum.
There was also the opportunity of going down a stateof-the-art mine operated by Sirius Minerals PLC.
During this trip we have been separated
into groups, some writing essays on the industrial
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revolution, others creating a dictionary for specific
industrial words in their German, English, and Irish
Gaelic form. This has certainly been challenging, and
we have had to find the meanings of very unique and
pedantic words, which Google Translate just does
not provide the answers for. Luckily, throughout this
trip communication has not been an issue – mainly
because the German students know an impressive
amount of English. We have greatly expanded our
German vocabulary, and it has definitely helped those
who study German. After the first visit, we have
collaborated on each part of the project together,
using WhatsApp and a website named Twin Space.
This allows us to post updates about new work, and to
keep everyone in the loop.
Our next visit will take place in October, when
we will head to Ireland and be staying at Glenstal
Abbey. This will be the last visit where we will be
collecting information, but there is a final gathering
planned at Ampleforth, when our information will be
collated to finalise our projects. After this our project
will be submitted, along with other projects from
different Erasmus groups. This trip has been a great
source of cultural and social information. Our two
weeks together, as well as our continued teamwork
online, have been greatly helped by the fact that we
all get along.

ZAMBIA

L

ast Easter, 11 Year 12
students (including
myself) were given the
amazing opportunity
of working for
‘Sport in Action,’ a Zambian
non-governmental organisation.
Through donations and support
from various institutions (such a
as the Perfect Day Foundation)
Sport in Action is able to maintain
and develop schools, encouraging
education through free meals and
boarding, and the running of
sports programmes; volunteers
work with more than 160,000
children
week.
“WE WERE TAKEN ABACK each The
purpose of
BY HOW JOYFUL THE
our trip was
STUDENTS WERE”
to work in
two schools
supported by the organisation:
Mtendere and Fountain of Hope.
Here, we were lucky enough to
lead and teach sports sessions

to groups ranging from 20 to 70
children, in netball and football.
Upon arrival, we were astonished
by the high level of skill and
expertise despite lacking basic
facilities such as equipment and
adequate attire. Nevertheless, they
greeted us daily with enthusiastic
smiles saying “Bwanji,” Nyanja for
“how are you”? It would be fair to
say that we learnt from them just as
much as we hope they learnt from
us. Most notably how music and
dancing was a fundamental part
of Zambian culture; every session
would commence with a lively
circle game, essentially consisting
of chanting, clapping and dancing.
Undoubtedly the most memorable
moment on placement was ‘Rain
Day,’ referring to the torrential
deluge which we were caught in
on our second day at Fountain.
Rushing for shelter, the locals
huddled under the thatched roof
watching us, bemused as we ran
out, arms open, embracing the rain

that reminded us of the valley. We
were quickly joined by a chorus
of giggling children attempting to
sing our English songs and holding
our hands as this moment became
not only special for us, but for
everyone.
Our first week of placement
was all leading up to Friday:
Tournament Day. Organised by
Zara and led by us, the day was a
complete success. Starting with
a life skills session about HIV/
AIDS awareness and drug abuse,
this was followed by eight friendly
matches between the two schools
we had been working at, in netball
and football. The overall result was
equal. We were also honoured to
have spent the day with Chainama
special school, playing with the
parachute and various other
activities. We were taken aback
by how joyful the students were
– even when they lost – and the
warmth with which they welcomed
Zara’s concluding ‘Thank You’
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speech was truly incredible.
What we didn’t count on
was the amount we would grow,
individually and as a group.
Whether this was through cooking,
card games, washing (clothes
or dishes), sharing an eight-girl
dormitory, being cramped into
Zambian taxis or sharing stories
about school, not to mention
church, which was like nothing
we had experienced before. Our
shortest Mass being 2.5 hours,
Palm Sunday resonated with us the
strongest as the congregation of
our local church processed down
the pot-holed road, waving palms
and breaking the leaves off so we
could join too – this is a perfect
representation of their culture,
always ready to receive anyone with
open arms.

Having said our emotional
goodbyes to all the inspiring
students at both Fountain of Hope
and Mtendere, we celebrated our
hard work with a trip across the
border. Having endured the eight
hour bumpy bus journey, we found
ourselves face to face with one of
the most phenomenal wonders of
the world: Victoria Falls. Crossing
‘Knife’s Edge’ bridge we found
ourselves shrouded in the ‘smoke
that thunders’ to our right and
surrounded by the view of Namibia
and Zimbabwe to our left. On
safari in Botswana, (the next day),
we were graced with the presence
of Hippos, Crocodiles and Giraffes
to name a few; it was spectacular!
We are eternally grateful for
the experience this trip provided
and the lessons we have learnt

along the way. Without the support
of donors and from the staff at the
College – most significantly Miss
Foster, Mr Curran and Mr Reid; our
hosts from Sport in Action, and
the whole charity itself, this would
not have been possible. We are
also indebted to the children who
have inspired us with their gift of
joy and hope, which we have learnt
no one can take away from them.
Each of us feels that he or she has
come back a changed person with
the endeavour to be kinder, more
open-minded and joyful people.
We very much hope that
this initiative continues into
the future, with our fellow
Ampleforth students also having
an opportunity similar to the one
we have been so fortunate to
experience.

“WE ARE ETERNALLY GRATEFUL
FOR THE EXPERIENCE THIS TRIP
PROVIDED AND THE LESSONS WE
HAVE LEARNT ALONG THE WAY”
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Remembering the Holocaust
This year, on Holocaust Memorial Day, 27th January,
students across the school and across the curriculum,
were given the opportunity to learn about the
Holocaust and respond in their own personal way.
In English, students were shown two pieces of art
composed in 1939 – a painting, called The Refugee,
by Felix Nussbaum, a German Jew who would die at
Auschwitz, and a poem, Refugee Blues, written by WH
Auden – and using these as inspiration, were asked to
produce their own personal response. Some created
paintings, others composed music and opposite you
will find some of the written response.

Refugee Blues by WH Auden

Student responses

Say this city has ten million souls,
Some are living in mansions, some are living in holes:
Yet there’s no place for us, my dear, yet there’s no place for us.

No Place to Call Home
Nowhere to go, nowhere to go.
No place to call home, no place
to call home.
Scared every day, scared every day.
Feel my childhood slipping away.

Once we had a country and we thought it fair,
Look in the atlas and you’ll find it there:
We cannot go there now, my dear, we cannot go there now.
In the village churchyard there grows an old yew,
Every spring it blossoms anew:
Old passports can’t do that, my dear, old passports can’t do that.
The consul banged the table and said,
“If you’ve got no passport you’re officially dead”:
But we are still alive, my dear, but we are still alive.
Went to a committee; they offered me a chair;
Asked me politely to return next year:
But where shall we go to-day, my dear, but where shall we go to-day?
Came to a public meeting; the speaker got up and said;
“If we let them in, they will steal our daily bread”:
He was talking of you and me, my dear, he was talking of you and me.
Thought I heard the thunder rumbling in the sky;
It was Hitler over Europe, saying, “They must die”:
O we were in his mind, my dear, O we were in his mind.
Saw a poodle in a jacket fastened with a pin,
Saw a door opened and a cat let in:
But they weren’t German Jews, my dear, but they weren’t German Jews.
Went down the harbour and stood upon the quay,
Saw the fish swimming as if they were free:
Only ten feet away, my dear, only ten feet away.
Walked through a wood, saw the birds in the trees;
They had no politicians and sang at their ease:
They weren’t the human race, my dear, they weren’t the human race.
Dreamed I saw a building with a thousand floors,
A thousand windows and a thousand doors:
Not one of them was ours, my dear, not one of them was ours.
Stood on a great plain in the falling snow;
Ten thousand soldiers marched to and fro:
Looking for you and me, my dear, looking for you and me.
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Not in the streets, not in the streets,
But in my dreams, in my dreams.
Herded like sheep, herded like sheep.
Terrors at night, unable to sleep.
Scared of the bars, scared of the guards
Forced to wear stars, forced to wear stars.
Nowhere to go, nowhere to go.
No place to call home, no place to call home.
Daisy Heintz (A) Year 9
Satan’s constructed men with no remorse
The devil’s carnage has taken its course
In a dance with death contorted and thin
Thousands of frames bound together
by skin.
Luke Thomas (C) Year 9
A white knight. That’s what he thinks he is.
It certainly conjures up an image doesn’t it.
But probably not the image I’m thinking of.
Ivory on a black and white checkerboard
floor is what I’m thinking. He’s made us all
a part of his little game. He takes us away.
He puts us on his train and takes us to one
of his camps. And he plays with us. Like we
are his little toys.
He tells us things. Well, he tells his little
minions things and they spread the message
alright. I’ve heard rumours you know,
rumours about him letting us take a shower.
But I don’t know. He only ever takes US
you know. Like we are special. That’s what
he wants us to think, that we are doing
something to help the human race. Well if
he gets his stupid little Aryan race, blonde
hair, blue eyes, perfect height, he’s hit
checkmate. But now it’s our turn.
Amelie Fraser (M) Year 9
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BY WILLIAM GIBSON (D) YEAR 12

E

ach December,
Ampleforth’s student
charity FACE-FAW
organise the “SHAC
Rock Concert.” It’s
a whole school event, with most
students from Years 9 to 13 coming
to see bands formed by the students
themselves. In addition to the rocktalent, there were also impressive
acoustic performances and entertaining
sets from aspiring DJs. The event
proved to be a huge success.
The vocal standards at
Ampleforth have always been
something in which the school takes
pride, with the beautiful musical efforts
from the Schola each Sunday and
the rock concert proved no different
with solos from Will Gibson, George
Moran, Izzy Mayer and Alice Hunt.
The students thoroughly enjoyed

themselves, entering into the rock
concert atmosphere. Many wore
the rock concert t shirts, tastefully
designed by Ruby Stuart.
Modelled after the Band Aid
concerts of the 1980s, the Rock
Concert has always been designed as a
fundraising vehicle and has been taking
place at SHAC for decades. This year,
the funds contributed a large amount
towards the £14,234 that FACE-FAW
donated to Mary’s Meals. £10,682 of
this money was eligible for Mary’s
Meals “double the love” campaign, so
will be doubled by the government.
Mary’s Meals is an amazing
charity that helps to feed and educate
children in countries all over the
world including Malawi who struggle
with poverty. Overall, it was both an
enjoyable night whilst also raising
money for a very worthy cause.

Since 2013, Ampleforth has sponsored Chigwaja Primary, Blantyre in Southern
Malawi, through our partnership with Mary’s Meals. This year there are 1,024 pupils
enrolled. Shortly after the concert, Year 13 had the privilege of listening to Mr Joe
Black tell the story of Mary’s Meals during a Head’s Lecture, and he reminded us
that it costs just £13.90 to feed a child through Mary’s Meals for a year.
It was fantastic to be able to tell him at the end of his talk of how proud
we are of our partnership with Mary’s Meals and that thanks to our fundraising
efforts; we had made our target to ensure that all the children on the register at
Chigwaja Primary would receive a daily meal at their place of education.
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ACTIVITIES //

COLOUR RUN
HOCKEY SUCCESS
BY IZZY ROGERSON (B) YEAR 11

L

ast season’s hockey was amazing! In Year 11, unless you are super good and
are selected for the first or second teams, which are dominated by sixth
formers, you might be lucky enough to play for the College third team.
This is the team which I represented last autumn. Between September
and December, we won every single one of our matches, both at home
and away. There were some really tense moments, especially as we neared the final few
matches and began to wonder and nervously hope that we might finish the season
unbeaten! Our final game of the season just before Christmas was against Pocklington,
who had also had a very strong season indeed, so everything was to play for. I think that
we all had a major case of the butterflies, even our coach, Miss Rose!
We won! Which meant that we had achieved our unbeaten season! Somebody
had made up letters for us to hold for our photo shoot which spelled ‘unbeaten’ and
although we felt a little sorry for our opponents, we held them up with pride! As a
consequence of all of this, we now sit at the top of the national hockey league table,
with a 100% winning record.
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An Ampleforth
Cabaret

“AN UNFORGETTABLE
NIGHT OF CABARET: A
COCKTAIL OF DANCING,
SINGING AND ACTING”

BY WILLIAM GIBSON (D) YEAR 12

T

his March saw an Ampleforth first, with
students from both Ampleforth and
the prep school St Martin’s Ampleforth
performing on stage together to create
an unforgettable night of cabaret: a
cocktail of dancing, singing and acting.
The show burst into life with students of St
Martin’s Ampleforth singing two numbers from
the musical “The Greatest Showman,” which they
returned to for the finale. Two brave boys, Benedict
Ainsworth and Finbar Flannery, delivered a comedic
sketch, which poked fun out of acting and had many
of the audience in hysterics.
Although there were many brilliant solo
performances, the highlight for me was from Louis
Dunn (Year 9) who took the roof off with an
amazing monologue, dance and his wonderful singing
voice: he has amazing potential and will be an asset to
the Ampleforth theatre in the coming years.
The next theatrical event will be the Exhibition
play in May: “The Twits,” starring students from Year 9.
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How is Scottish Identity created?
Scottish identity has been created
throughout its history and is still being
created today. It is an idea that has been
mulled over for centuries.
This essay is based on a question I
ask myself daily but struggle to find an
answer to. I have two fully English parents
however I was born and brought up in
Scotland – am I English, Scottish, British?
What am I? Where do I come from?
Where do I belong?
In this essay, I will examine the
creation of Scottish identity through
the five main components of a nation’s
identity: culture, society, politics,
economics and religion. Looking at both
the past and the present, I will ask whether
Scottish Identity has been naturally created
or if it has been invented to make Scots
feel more secure and confident about
themselves and where they come from.
Every person or group of people
has an identity that has been created both
consciously and unconsciously. Most
people say that we know men are men
because for example they generally wear
trousers and have short hair however
Judith Butler, in her book Gender Trouble,
talks about the idea of performativity,
which suggests that men wear trousers and
have short hair to make themselves men
not because they are men. This idea has a
clear link to Scottish identity: for example
a Scot wears a kilt, plays the bagpipes
and eats haggis in order to gain a Scottish
identity not because they already have one.
This theory clearly shows an example of
how Scottish identity is created and how
this creation may not be as simple as many
people believe.
Culture is a way that Scots can
express their talent to the rest of the
world. For example, literature: the famous
poet Robert Burns (1759-1796) who
is now known as the “national bard” of
Scotland. He was given this title due to his
pioneering of the Romantic movement.
In “Burns: The Patriot Bard”, Patrick
Hogg writes that by Burns preserving and
using the Scots language in his verses, he
was responsible, during his life time, for
saving Scottish identity from “sophisticated
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elitist Anglicisation” that was integrating into
Scots’ society. This shows that Robert
Burns helped maintain an old Scottish
identity that is still the basis of the
modern identity today.
Another major figure in Scottish
literature and history was Sir Walter Scott
(1771-1832). He was a pioneer after Burns
for a new kind of romantic historiography.
Scott, a Scottish patriot, was a great
supporter of the Union of 1707. He
believed that the Union actually healed the
divisions in Scottish society for example
between the Highlands and Lowlands,
Jacobites and Whigs, Protestants and
Catholics and the West and the East of
Scotland.
In his Waverley novels he presented
Jacobitism as a national love not a political
opposition to the English. He did this
through his characters who were drawn
to the Jacobites but were brought around

BY JOE MITCHELL (H) YEAR 11

telephone, Alexander Fleming, inventor
of penicillin and others such as Sir Chris
Hoy (six time Olympian gold medalist),
Calvin Harris (worldwide famous DJ)
and Sean Connery (an actor whose roles
include numerous James Bond films and
the film Highlander). But how does such
a country like Scotland with a population
that is 3 million less than London produce
so many high achievers? Could this be
due to Scottish people wanting to prove
their nation’s worth to the world when
comparing themselves to their larger
neighbour, England? Does it show,
perhaps, a degree of insecurity?
When I considered what it means
to be called Scottish, I discovered a
poll created by YouGov in 2016, which
suggests Scots believe that birthplace and
parentage counts the most to being called
Scottish. In this poll out of the 1,039
people asked, 87% said that being born

helps created Scottish identity through
Scots themselves and through the beliefs
and values that they live by.
A key part of Scottish identity is
its politics and in recent years very much
defines the identity of the nation. In the
last general election the SNP (Scottish
National Party) won 63 out of 129 seats
of the Scottish parliament, despite not
claiming a majority by two seats, the SNP
leader Nichola Sturgeon said it was a
historic victory for the party as they won
their third election in a row. Having won
on three recent occasions it shows that
the SNP have a large sphere of influence
over the Scots because it is a party that

them in the future in every aspect of the
daily lives in Scotland. This clearly links to
society. The SNP have to a certain extent
identified the unwritten beliefs formed
by the Scottish society and have taken
them as their own because this balanced
mixture of old beliefs and a new, modern
party is a very attractive combination to
Scots. However, this government is quite
new; it was only formed in 1999 and was
given full powers to make law in Scotland
but only on reserved matters. This links
to Judith Butler’s idea of performativity
that the Scottish government has, like
the SNP, taken these values and beliefs
as their own in order to appear to be

is run for the benefit of Scotland alone
rather than other regions in the UK.
One of their core values is allowing
Scots to be Scottish which means to live
in modern Scotland, to have a love for
Scotland and to be able to participate in
Scottish communities. Due to the large
number of SNP votes it shows that the
people of Scotland believe that it is this
identity and belief that has helped them
through the past, that is helping them
every day and that will continue to help

a proud Scottish government and so
become popular amongst the Scottish
people. This could be a key development
in the ongoing creation of Scottish
identity. Ultimately, politics has the power
to change laws and the daily lives of
people in Scotland therefore has always
and is playing a part in the creation of
Scottish identity.
Economics is another key
contributor to the creation of Scottish
identity. Measured in terms of gross

“HOW DOES SUCH A COUNTRY LIKE
SCOTLAND WITH A POPULATION THAT
IS 3 MILLION LESS THAN LONDON
PRODUCE SO MANY HIGH ACHIEVERS?”
by the benefits of the Union. This helped
create Scottish identity but at the same
time made it seem less aggressive towards
the English and this was particularly
useful as the relationship between the two
nations was full of tension at the time of
the union.
Society is an alternative way Scots
can express themselves. This closely linked
to culture where the people of a society
form culture to directly express themselves
to the world. For example, Scotland is a
small country that, despite its small size,
produces a huge amount of talented
people. It is the people of a nation that
form a huge part of a society therefore
they hugely add to the identity of a
nation, this is evident in Scotland with the
likes of Robert Burns, Sir Walter Scott,
Alexander Graham Bell, who invented the

in Scotland makes a person Scottish. 69%
said it is the same if someone is brought
up in Scotland.
These unwritten beliefs that Scots, in
their own society, have created sometimes
go against what the Scottish government
says. This is also shown by the poll as the
government stated that if someone has
lived in Scotland for more than 10 years,
they would be determined as Scottish if
the Scottish referendum had voted yes
in 2014. However, the results to this poll
show that nearly nine out of ten Scots
(87%) disagreed.
According to the YouGov poll,
then, it is these unwritten beliefs that have
been created through the community and
society of Scotland which determine the
identity and even the government does
not have the power to change it. Society

domestic product (GDP) per person,
Scotland is one of the richest countries
in Europe (see bar graph above), and
the 14th wealthiest in the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD). At nearly
$40,000 per person, Scotland ranks
higher than the UK ($35,000), largely
on account of its oil and gas wealth.
The North Sea oil industry is one of
the largest contributors to Scotland’s
economy. The oil crisis in 1973, caused
by the Organisation of Arab Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OAPEC), left oil
prices quadrupled and this in turn made
offshore production more attractive.
This led to large new oil fields such as
the Argyll and Duncan, the Forties,
Brent, Frigg and Piper. This meant that
Scotland’s employment dramatically
increased due to a need for jobs such as
rig maintenance workers or geoscientists.
This vast increase in employment
had a huge knock on effect on the
Scottish economics and meant that
the average person had more money
to spend therefore overall Scotland
was a wealthier country. Also, Scotland
is given a public expenditure by the
UK government this expenditure is
calculated through the Barnett formula
devised by Joel Barnett, the Chief
Secretary to the Treasury in 1978, this
expenditure for Scotland is linked, not
necessarily directly, but to the North
Sea and so the larger the profits the UK
government makes through the North
Sea, the larger the public expenditure is
for Scotland, this can further encourage
Scots to work harder and so resulting
in a more prosperous economy. Of
course there are other factors too but
the North Sea for Scotland is one of
the major ones. Due to this increase
in employment Aberdeen has become
recognised as a world centre of
excellence for energy. This has been an
important part of adding to the creation
of the Scottish identity, seen by the rest
of the world. It shows that Scotland is
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a competent and skilled country. Where
there have been large discoveries of oil
elsewhere in the world, expertise has been
exported around the world from Scotland.
Economics helps Scotland seem a rich,
competent and skilled to the rest of the
world. This helps create an identity that is
respected not only by Scots but also the
rest of the world.
Finally, the last key input in the
creation of Scottish identity is religion.
Religion is the basis from which many
Scots learn to live their daily lives. However,
for many this way of life has changed
throughout history. For example, the
Scottish reformation which was caused
by three factors, firstly, the failure of the
Catholic Church, where senior positions
were often taken by nobles or relatives of
the monarchy, and were more interested
in their income than religion. In contrast,
parish priests were very poorly paid and
finally the Catholics seemed to be more
interested in Rome than what was going
on at home. This angered many Scots
and at that time the English, who had just
become a Protestant nation, sent George
Wishart to preach Protestant ideas. He was
executed and burnt at the stake by Cardinal
Beaton who in turn was later murdered
in St Andrew’s Castle by Protestants. The
arrival of John Knox gave the Protestants
a greater sense of direction in Scotland.
His sermons caused riots and attacks on
religious houses where pictures and statues
of Jesus and God were smashed. The
Protestants then took over in Stirling and in
July 1559 they seized control of Edinburgh.
The Treaty of Edinburgh 1560 led to the
withdrawal of English and French soldiers
and left Scotland to settle its own affairs. In
August 1560, the Reformation Parliament
accepted the Reformation and brought the
Pope’s influence over Scotland to an end.
This helped the creation of Scottish identity
because it means that Scotland now had
the power to preach what they as a nation
believe in and not what other non-Scots
believe in. The Church of Scotland which
was established in 1560 has ever since been
the church for Scots. This links closely to
politics as both the SNP and the Church of
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Scotland are specific to Scotland. They aim
to take ideas of Scottish identity in order to
make their outlook more appealing to Scots.
Religion specifically puts Scots’ religious
beliefs first which in turn sets them apart
from the rest of the world and adds to the
identity of Scotland.
Another, less thought about aspect of
Scottish identity is the debate over whether
it is a recently invented concept or has it
been naturally created over time like an
identity of a person? Hugh Trevor-Roper
was a historian who was brought up in
Northumberland but was taken care of by
a Scottish nanny, before attending Belhaven
Hill School, Dunbar, Scotland. He later
married a Scot and they lived together in
Melrose, in the Scottish borders. However,
despite this Scottish life that surrounded
him. He believed that “the whole history of
Scotland has been coloured by myth” and he
addressed this in the book, “The Invention

called themselves the Sobieski Stuarts,
who published a pattern book for tartan
manufacturers in 1842. These brothers
claimed to be the only legitimate grandsons
of Bonnie Prince Charlie. However, TrevorRoper explains that they are were actually
called John and Charles Allen and were
born in Egham, Surrey.
But why would Scotland adopt and
invent these traditions? Having analysed
key points in Scottish history, I have
come to realise a possible reason for these
inventions. In the Union of 1707, Scotland
and England joined together, under the
name of Great Britain however they
remained separate states. Due to England
being the more politically and economically
stronger nation, Scotland, perhaps out of
insecurity and intimidation, was forced to reestablish its identity as a strong nation. This
relationship between England and Scotland
can be compared with the relationship

“THE SCOTTISH IDENTITY IS STILL BEING
CREATED TODAY AND THE MODERN,
NEWER IDENTITY IS MORE RELEVANT AND
PERSONAL TO PEOPLE AND HINTS THAT THE
OLDER ICONS THAT SCOTLAND FORMED ITS
IDENTITY ON ARE FADING FROM RELEVANCE”
of Scotland” where Trevor-Roper examines
aspects of Scottish culture in particular, the
Kilt, the Tartan and the Clans. He explains
that the traditional Scots dress is a new
invention that has been made largely for
commercial purposes. Furthermore, the kilt
was devised by a Lancashire industrialist
around the 1720s as a form of dress for
his Scottish employees as the former belted
plaid were too “cumbrous and unwieldy” for
working in the charcoal manufacturing
industry. The actual wearing of the kilt by
the general public did not become part
of daily life until the 1820s; while the idea
of different tartans for different clans
was an invention of two brothers who

between the Australia and New Zealand.
One country (New Zealand and Scotland)
feels challenged by a larger country and so
perhaps is more competitive when taking on
the larger country. A good example of this
is how good New Zealand’s rugby teams
perform compared to the rest of the world,
especially Australia.
For Scotland in particular this meant
re-defining themselves in order to appear as
a proud, bold and strong nation. Professor
Sir Tom Devine, a highly recognised
Scottish historian, explains in, “The Scottish
Nation” how the Scots actually re-branded
their identity. In chapter 11, “Highlandism and
Scottish Identity”, Devine explains a query he

had. This query was that, Scotland in the
19th century became an industrial pioneer
with most people living and working in
the Lowlands however “the poorest and
most underdeveloped” part of Scotland was
the Highlands, where they carry the most
distinctive symbols of Scottish identity, the
kilt, the tartan and the bagpipes, as they
are all believed to be of Highland origin.
The answer to this query is that after the
Disarming Act in 1746, which banned
the wearing of a kilt for all except those
serving in the army, the kilt was made the
dress of military heroes and became more
popular than it was before. Devine develops
this and explains that the false Highland
‘traditions’ were taken freely by “Lowland
elites”. This was symbolised when George
IV visited Scotland in 1823 and walked
down South Bridge in Edinburgh, wearing
a kilt under the advice of Sir Walter Scott
and through this act the wearing of the kilt
was confirmed to be the dress of Scotland
and formed a major part of its identity.
Therefore meaning that the expression
‘Highlandism’ was quite simply an invented
tradition and so some argue that the
symbols that Scotland is so widely known
for are also just simple invented traditions.
This idea of invented traditions can
also be linked back to Judith Butler’s idea
of performativity and that Scots wanted
to have a sense of identity by associating
themselves through physical symbols as well
as a nationwide emotional conscience.
To help grasp a first-hand
understanding of what people today
believe about Scottish identity, I created a
survey. This survey was sent to 142 people,
133 of whom live in Scotland and 19 who
live in England.
My first question was an association
game. Out of five Scottish symbols the
survey showed that Irn Bru, a fizzy drink,
was the most associated symbol with
Scotland for both Scots and Englishmen
followed closely by the SNP (Scottish
National Party) for Scots. These are two
modern symbols of Scotland unlike the kilt,
bagpipes and haggis which were the other
options. This result shows that the Scottish
identity is still being created today and the

modern, newer identity
is more relevant and
personal to people and hints
that the older icons that
Scotland formed its identity on
are fading from relevance.
My second question was what
makes Scotland stand out from the rest of
the world? I gave four options: the culture,
the Highlands and landscapes, the sense
of national pride and the community.
The Highlands and landscapes was the
part of Scotland that 66.67% of people
votes for. Culture was next with 24.24%
of the vote, these two parts of Scotland
are physical unlike the sense of national
pride (3.03%) and the community (6.06%),
this suggests that Scotland and the rest of
the world do not think about things such
as national identity but instead Scotland
subconsciously form its identity from
physical parts of its country such as the
Highlands not from the emotional feelings
that can often go undiscovered.
The next question I asked was
whether I am Scottish or English, if I
was born and brought up in Scotland
but have two English parents. For Scots,
78.79% believed I am Scottish and 21.21%
believed I am English. For the English,
44.44% thought I am Scottish and
55.56% believed I am English. Overall,
that averages out to 61.62% believing I
am Scottish and 38.39% believing I am
English. However, one person emailed me
having completed the survey and raised a
very strong point that caused me a really
big headache. He said, “My father was born
of two Scots parents in Peshawar, Pakistan
and I don’t consider myself half Pakistani”,
suggesting that parentage is what counts
most in deciding your nationality.
Overall, it is clear that Scottish identity
is created through culture, society, politics,
economics, religion and importantly is
still being created today. Another part of
the creation of Scottish identity is also
invented traditions and that these traditions
have added to the now strong and definite
Scottish identity for the purpose of
increasing Scotland’s confidence when they
entered into a union with England.

I have found
after examining
identity, in particular
Scottish identity, that
identity is both complex and
straightforward. If you’re on the
outside looking in, weighing up
birthplace, parentage, schooling, culture,
customs etc, it’s complicated. But for the
individual it can also be incredibly simple –
if you considered yourself to be Scottish,
then you are Scottish. This therefore forms
my conclusion.
As I have come to realise that when
deciding some else’s identity (like the rest
of the world deciding Scots’ identity) there
are so many variables that all contribute and
nobody has yet invented some formula to
give us an outcome so instead we just judge
on what we know. However, for the person
who is deciding their own identity (Scots) it
is simple. It is how they feel. I feel Scottish
and to me it is clear that there is no right or
wrong answer and so only what I believe
matters to me. This is the same for Scottish
identity. There are debates over whether
Scottish identity exists and what it consists
of but at the end of the day for a Scot it is
just a feeling, a sixth sense that maybe has
been brought around by Judith Butler’s idea
or by the rich history of Scotland however
I have found that it doesn’t matter how
Scottish identity has been created but it
matters for the world to recognise it and
for Scots to have a sense of pride and
confidence from where they come from
and where they belong.
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NEW
EQUESTRIAN
ARENA OPEN
“It’s been an exciting year for Ampleforth Equestrians following the opening of our
School Arena. It is so special to have a place to school my horse and I’m sure this will
help us to achieve success on the competition circuit.
We are very grateful to the school for providing us with such a fantastic place to
train. It’s very large at 60m x40m, allowing for more than one horse at once, so it is
very practical too. It has a superb sand surface which made my horse move very well
whenever I practise my dressage.”
Georgina Prest (M) Year 12
“We’ve competed at lots of events this year. One of the highlights was at the
Northallerton Equestrian Centre for an NSEA showjumping competition and county
qualifiers. With entrants from North, South, East and West Yorkshire, Northumbria
and Cumbria, the competition was strong and we all enjoyed the challenge.
In the first class, our team of three consisting of Peter Pilling, Tom Ray and me,
all managed to jump lovely clear rounds in good time to take the win and qualify
for the Championships. Our riders in the other classes also performed well amidst
fierce competition.”
Ellie Evans (M) Year 10
Three of our riders, Peter Pilling, Madison Chapman and Niamh Fahey performed exceptionally
well at the Arena UK Equestrian Centre at Grantham, qualifying for the National Championships
at Addington in October.

“WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL TO THE SCHOOL FOR PROVIDING
US WITH SUCH A FANTASTIC PLACE TO TRAIN”
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KARATE!
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“IT IS A GREAT WAY OF
LETTING OFF STEAM,
AND IT’S A NICE BREAK
AWAY FROM YOUR
USUAL TEACHERS!”

ACTIVITIES //

In Schools &
Land Rover Restoration

BY ARTHUR KAVANAGH (T) YEAR 9

A

mpleforth students have been rebuilding, renovating and restoring
classic Land Rovers since 2006. The club has two vehicles in the
workshop at the moment and a third ‘mystery’ vehicle under wraps
for next year. Once completed, these vehicles are displayed at
Exhibition; there is always an impressive line-up of past, present
and future projects. Our teachers always tell us how former students come back
and reminisce about the hours of care and attention they put into the machines.
For those involved, it seems like the Land Rover Restoration club remains an
abiding memory of school.

H
BY LEON ZHENG (T) YEAR 9
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ere I am, learning my third kata (which is “form” in
Japanese). I prefer to think of it as learning a series of
movements to impress your friends. And as long as your
belt’s not white, you can convince them that your belt is
the best.
Here at Ampleforth, karate is a very fun activity and it is one of
many. When you’ve finally memorised that kata and can do it blindfolded,
or when you advance to the next belt and earn your colours, karate is at its
most exciting.
We also do karate with the students from St Martin’s Ampleforth. On
the whole, this makes the activity a lot more interesting, but it is not without
difficulties: they know how to mess around! Sometimes I imagine that this is
the frustration a teacher might feel if a class was being disruptive, especially
because in this situation we are the “seniors.”
My favourite things about karate are that it is relaxed and you always
learn something new in each lesson, and that the teachers explain what every
move does and the significance of each one. The unique thing about karate
here is that the teachers give each and every trainee their attention. This
helps us to hone our skills.
My advice would be that you have to expect to work hard, especially
if you are a senior and setting an example. It is a great way of letting off
steam, and it’s a nice break away from your usual teachers!
All in all, karate is a great activity, so why don’t you join?
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“FINALLY, WE WOULD
DRIVE THE CAR THAT
WE HAD OURSELVES
CONSTRUCTED ON
A COURSE AT THE
COMPETITION WITH THE
WINNERS ENTERED INTO
THE NATIONALS”

Before half-term, a group of our Year 9 students had the chance to create
our own fond memories as we took part in a related competition called “4x4
In Schools,” which is sponsored by Jaguar Land Rover. It involved designing
and building a remote-control car shell, as well as offering a presentation and
portfolio. Finally, we would drive the car that we had ourselves constructed on a
course at the competition with the winners entered into the nationals. The aim
is to inspire future generations of engineers to receive scholarships and jobs in
design and engineering, as well as to inspire more young people to go into the
world of engineering in the future.
We entered two teams, one in the ‘intermediate’ class and one in the ‘pro’
class. The Ampleforth Design and Technology department always have the aim
of ‘Designing for Good,’ so one team decided to be known as ‘Team Rescue’
and built their car with the aim of it being used to rescue people in disasters.
The pros were called ‘Team Supply’ as we would use our car to bring emergency
supplies to people in need.
We used a variety of techniques to complete our design including vacuum
forming the shell to fit the car and we added a tow bar, a requirement for the
competition. We also used the crumbles programme for tilt and light sensors, as
well as four-wheel steering to make tight turns easily. I’m proud to report that
Team Supply came third overall.
This competition was both fun and intellectually challenging: we had to
use creative thinking to design our car to cope with the different kinds of realworld scenarios that we would encounter on the track. The experience has also
provided us with valuable experience in design. Hopefully, this will help us to
progress to the Land Rover Restoration club next year, where we will work on
everything from the brakes (under close supervision) to the engine and even
painting the bodywork. This activity gives students practical experience of topics
on the Design and Technology GCSE or A level including working with metal
types, joints and fasteners, finishes, upholstery, and electronics.
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BATTLEFIELD TRIP
BY CHARLIE MITCHELL (H) YEAR 9

On Thursday 14th March, we set off on a 13 hour
coach trip to the Belgian French border where we
were to stay for the next four days.
Over the course of these four days we managed
to squeeze in so many different sites, so we were able
to really understand the whole experience. We visited
some of the sites of the most bloody battles of the
First World War, such as the Somme, Vimy Ridge and
Passchendaele, as well as seeing the last post ceremony
at the Menin gate in the city of Ypres, which in itself
saw three different bloody battles fought over its
strategic advantage.
There were two experiences that stood out to me
on the emotional level. The first was something that
isn’t so easy to understand in the classroom but that was
made evident to me during our tour: even over such a
small section of the Western front, the sheer scale of
the Commonwealth casualties that had occurred during
the First World War was made manifest. We would
not drive five minutes without spotting yet another
field with hundreds of white pavings. The other was
in complete contrast to this; I first really saw this when
we went to the German cemetery; here instead of
systematic, individual, standing, white pavings, we had
grey stones laid on the floor, each representing between
five and ten different people.
Overall, the battlefields tour gave all involved in
new insight into the way we look at World War I and
hopefully potentially more in the future.
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“THERE WERE TWO EXPERIENCES THAT
STOOD OUT TO ME ON THE EMOTIONAL
LEVEL. THE FIRST WAS SOMETHING THAT
ISN’T SO EASY TO UNDERSTAND IN
THE CLASSROOM BUT THAT WAS MADE
EVIDENT TO ME DURING OUR TOUR”
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ISRAEL
“THIS TRIP HOWEVER GAVE ME AN
INSIGHT WHICH MAKES ME LISTEN TO
THE GOSPEL IN A VERY DIFFERENT WAY”

F

r Henry Wansbrough, biblical scholar
and editor of the New Jerusalem Bible,
has taken trips to Israel every year since
1973. In 2018 he revived a long-standing
tradition of taking students from
Ampleforth, and this was repeated in April 2019.
Both trips have been outstanding successes, with
enthusiastic student reviews such as ‘the best week of my
life’ or ‘the best experience of my life and I absolutely fell in
love with Jerusalem’!
At the heart of the trip are the visits to the
Holy Places: from the shores of Lake Galilee, to the
Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth, to the sites
of Jesus’ Passion in Jerusalem, at each of which we
prayed and usually celebrated Mass. A highlight is the
6:00am Mass at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem, after a pre-dawn march through the waking
city (volunteers only). Then there is the rich and exotic
religious life: Orthodox Jews at Sabbath evening
prayers at the Western Wall, Russian nuns, liturgical
competition between Catholics and Armenians at the
Holy Sepulchre, a procession of Coptic monks on the
narrow streets of Jersusalem (more Game of Thrones
than 21st century), the skulls of slaughtered 7th
century monks in the desert monastery of Gerasimos,
Ethiopian Copts re-enacting the Baptism of Jesus in
the river Jordan – and the list could go on.
Of interest too is the archaeology: 1st century
Caesarea Marittima, the amazing palace of Herod
and national monument of Masada, the Byzantine
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city of Beth Shean, the Saracen hill fort of Nimrod
three kilometres from the Lebanon and Syrian border,
the crusader castle at Acre. And the encounter with
the dramatic beauty and splendour of the land itself:
a paradisical walk through the verdant greenery of
the first few miles of the Jordan river, sprung from
the cliffs at Banias; the rocky descent of the Wadi
Q’ilt down to Jericho, barren desert, 6th century
hermitages burrowed in the cliffs, goats, camels and
wandering Bedu. Then the physical excitement of
wading through stream flowing down the 700 metre
long, four foot high tunnel of Hezekiah burrowed
through the rock below Jerusalem; and the remarkable
experience of floating in the Dead Sea.
And finally the people: our charming Palestinian
guide and bus driver; the Orthodox Jews in Jerusalem;
the Armenian olive-wood carver Jack Giacoman,
whose family have lived in Bethlehem for 800
years. And the contrasting tales of the Shoah and
the foundation of Israel (movingly told at the
outstanding Yad Vashem museum), and the Nabka –
‘catastrophe’, the Palestinian term for the same event
– and subsequent tensions between Arab and Jew.
This year’s trip included meeting OA Mark Coreth,
sculptor of the ‘peace tree’ in Muristan at the heart
of old Jerusalem, who had just completed an epic
and symbolic peace flight in single-engined planes in
company with Muslims, Jews and Christians, the full
length of Israel and around Jerusalem at 1,500 feet.
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Israel 2019
BY MAUD BRIDEL (M) YEAR 12
Ludwig Henckel Von Donnersmarck (T) Year 13,
reflects here on his experience from last year:
“Each year in the Easter Holidays the school offers 20 students
the opportunity of a trip to Israel. I was one of these 20
students last year and it was absolutely unbelievable.
“There were a few students in the group I didn’t know that well
and I was slightly nervous about spending a week with them.
But through this trip these people have become my closest friends.
We left the college at 4:00am to drive to Luton where we took
a flight to Tel Aviv and spent a day in its beautiful countryside
visiting a castle. We then moved on to Jerusalem where we also
walked through the desert to Jericho and up the Massada.
“Having been a Catholic for 18 years now I have heard many
readings and Gospels which take place in Jerusalem. This trip
however gave me an insight which makes me listen to the Gospel
in a very different way as I now actually know where Jesus spent
his life. The place where the miracle of the loaves and fishes took
place or the miraculous catch of fish by the Sea of Galilee, as
well as the house where Jesus healed the paralysed man are just

a few of the moving things we saw. It is very special to actually
see these places and be in the footprints of Jesus, as it gives the
Sunday Gospel so much background information.
“In typical Ampleforth style, it was brilliantly organised and
even better led by Fr Henry who is an extraordinary man and
has been to Israel 40 times so was able to give us some incredible
inside knowledge, as well as making it possible for us to skip
every possible queue! As someone who has grown up in a
Catholic family and being like so many fascinated by everything
we get told about Jesus in the Bible, it was a great opportunity
to deepen my faith especially visiting the Holy Sepulchre where
you could see Jesus’s grave. Waking up to Golgotha is a very
strange feeling, especially once you get to the place where Jesus
was crucified.
“This trip didn’t just create new friendships and made already
existing ones even stronger, it somehow showed us that God
just simply must exist as this trip had something so incredibly
unique about it which made it for many of us one of our most
treasured memories.”

During the Easter holidays, I was lucky enough to
travel with Ampleforth College to Israel. For a week,
I wandered through the streets of Nazareth and
Jerusalem, as well as wandering through the desert
as Jesus had done, 2000 years ago. This unique
experience affected me spiritually, as I saw the places
that Jesus had been. Being this close and able to
imagine such a figure, being in the same places as
I stood, was truly thrilling.
For the first three days our group stayed in Nazareth,
staying in a Catholic hostel. Having visited the
impressive Castle Nimrod on the Southern Slopes of
Mount Hermon, Father Henry led us to the sources
of the River Jordan. With many other tourists there,
we fitted right in.
In the last days that we spent in Nazareth, we also
spent time on the coast of Lake Galilee and Haifa,
trying to learn a few words of the Hebrew language.

Our bus driver, Waseem, took us then to Jerusalem,
driving through the Palestinian territories. Jerusalem
at first sight may seem like any other busy city, but it’s
religious diversity, beyond doubt, makes it different
from any other. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre
was almost overwhelming. The number of dedicated
Christians visiting Jesus’ tomb was incredible. As you
enter the baroque basilica, you can see the huge dome
that shields the tomb of Jesus, showing you the sheer
size of this ancient church.
Another sight that has remained in my memory vividly
is the Western Wall, built by Herod the Great. Standing
in front of the Wall and looking up, is an image that
is hard to forget. The huge size of the limestone wall
conveys to the Jews the power and might of God.
This trip overall was worth every bit of my
concentration and physical power, and I hope to visit
Israel more in the future.

“THIS UNIQUE EXPERIENCE
AFFECTED ME SPIRITUALLY”
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“I’D RECOMMEND SUBJECT
MASTERCLASSES TO
OTHER STUDENTS”

English at Cambridge

I

n February, I travelled to Cambridge University,
to take part in an English Literature masterclass
at Robinson College. During the day I received
lectures and tutorials on the College, the
application process and the course itself. One
masterclass, which was particularly interesting, focused
on the ethics of translating poetry and whether or not
it was fundamentally false. These translating poets had
to consider whether they retained the literal translation
of the original author, whilst losing the emotional value
of the poem, or if they should focus on this but discard
the actual meaning. The professor then asked how
much fidelity to the original poem should be kept, with
varied answers.
In the second lecture, we studied ekphrastic art;
art which describes other art. In depth we analysed
William Carlos William’s poem, Landscape with the Fall
of Icarus describing Brueghel’s painting Fall of Icarus.
Earlier in the year, we had explored a very similar idea
in our English lessons as part of an introduction to
the genre of tragedy; my teacher Mr Davison, had
showed us the same painting alongside WH Auden’s
poem Musée des Beaux Arts. This experience gave me
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the confidence to engage in the discussion and present
some of our own interpretations from class, which
was received well. The other people attending the
courses were really friendly, and the atmosphere of
the whole place was very welcoming and positive.
Before attending the day, I felt apprehensive,
as I wasn’t sure if I actually wanted to study English
at university, and that Cambridge would be far too
ambitious for me. However, the lecturers are really
eager for people to apply for their subject, so were
especially helpful, and gave really good advice for
applying to the course and the Colleges. The day was
lovely, and encouraged my interest in the subject, and
my ambition to attend the university.
Coming back to school was exciting, as I
was able to discuss the topics from the day with
my teachers, and I’m now planning on using the
material as inspiration for my coursework. I’d really
recommend subject masterclasses to other students,
particularly in Year 12, as you experience university
life from first-hand, and if the course you visit is the
one you’d want to study there, whilst meeting other
people from schools around the country.

Listening to the students’ voices contained
in these pages allows me to glimpse the
essence of something that is so hard to
measure. I cannot quantify how much each
child has benefited from their individual
and communal experiences here, yet I
know that they have, immeasurably. These
stories resonate with my own experience of
Ampleforth when a student, and now as a
member of staff and as a member of the
OA community.
Students might be inspired by
a particular teacher or subject. Their
experience in the classroom here may be
the beginning of something that will stay
with them for a lifetime. I know this to be
true, because I am living proof of it. Yet
even still, I am confident that it is the shared
memories of communal experiences beyond
the classroom – the singing of sacred music,
a life-changing adventure with friends,
the sense of belonging to a community –
that will stay with our students once the
exams are out of the way and minds begin
uncramming in the summer and in the
years beyond. And while I am sure that a
great many schools provide extracurricular
fulfilment, there seems to me something
very special about the way Ampleforth
friendships are formed and how they endure.
Speak to OAs and they might tell you
how lucky we are to have such long-lasting,
loyal and generous, kind and funny friends.
Friends to comfort you. Friends to make you

1995: Starting at
Ampleforth: a
letter sent by my
Housemaster the
summer before
starting at SHAC

1997: English
teaching at
Ampleforth was
an inspiration

BY DAN DAVISON (O00) EDITOR

smile. Friends who know when to build you
up or set you down a peg. Friends to support
you through difficult times. Friends with all
kinds of abilities and talents and from all
kinds of backgrounds and with different
human experiences.
When I meet with old friends from
school, we remember the matches, the
retreats, the trips to Lourdes, the nights out
with friends, the birthday parties, the House
punches, the pavilion; there were the plays,
the singing, the cheering, the music; there
were days in the infirmary, the summers,
the winters, sometimes never-ending; we
remember triumphs, disasters, the times we
were caught and the times we got away with
it; we remember the teachers, the monks, the
coffee and chatting after Mass, and all those
Exhibitions; we remember our first days and
our last. And through all of this, mostly we
remember each other.
I am yet to reminisce with anyone
about my exams.
Speak to people from other schools
and you will find that they look on
with some envy at the close bond that
Amplefordians form – often they have
found that their experience of friendship has
not been the same.
Maybe it has something to do with
our location in the remoter parts of North
Yorkshire, and the necessary commitment to
full boarding: perhaps this forges particularly
strong bonds of friendship. Perhaps it

2004: Letters of
condolence received
from the monastic
community

something to do with our connection,
through the monks and the sacraments, to
a community and to a place that remains
open to us for our lives beyond our days
of schooling: baptisms; weddings; funerals.
Ampleforth is so much more than a school,
so much more than the sum product of the
years spent in the valley. It is a gift. And it is
an invitation.
I like to think that part of what makes
our friendships so special is difference. The
rule of St Benedict encourages the Abbot to
provide something for the strong to yearn
for and to ensure that the weak have nothing
to run from. The reality is more nuanced: we
all have our strengths and weaknesses. It is
comforting to be surrounded by those that
understand this aspect of our human nature.
It is encouraging to celebrate when things
go well and to commiserate each other
when we fail.
If the society in which we live is indeed
“consumed by the culture of success”
as Fr Edward suggested in his homily
on Remembrance Sunday, then there is
something refreshing about the way an
Ampleforth education seeks to combat the
narrowness of how success is defined: it is
more than results; it is more than making
money or achieving fame. Perhaps a more
Amplefordian definition of success, to
borrow from Fr Edward again, is learning
how to value each other, because we depend on
each other.

2012: From my
wedding day, a small
SHAC reunion!

2016: From my son’s
Baptism in the Crypt
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